
 

Noticeboard 

Term 1 Week 2  Tuesday 6 February 2018 

The Weekly Newsletter from Merewether Heights Public School 
Phone: 02 4963 3192    Fax: 02 4963 3714 

Web:  www.merewethht-p.schools.nsw.edu.au       Email:  merewethht-p.school@det.nsw.edu.au 
School Security Unit – 1300 880 021 

Dear Parents 
 
Parent Information Evenings 
These will be held during the week starting 19th February. 
The session dates and times will be included in next 
week’s Noticeboard. I would encourage you all to take the 
time to attend these meetings. You will be informed 
about what will be happening in your child’s class and 
stage as well as school procedures including ‘time out’. 
There will also be the opportunity to ask questions.  
 
Safe arrival and departure from school. 
Getting our children safely to and from school is so 
important and we all have a part to play for this to be a 
smooth and safe procedure. I have attached information 
from the Newcastle City Council regarding the rules 
around the No Parking, No Stopping and Bus Zone signs. 
Please read this carefully! Compliance with these signs 
will be monitored by the school, the Council and the 
Police! Just remember the rules apply to all of us and if 
we follow them the process will run efficiently. 
Please remember that you are not permitted to do a U-
turn outside the school. 
The school car parks are for staff and delivery vehicles 
ONLY! Remember, just because you are dropping off a 
child doesn’t make you a delivery vehicle. This includes 
band, dance and OOSH drop-off/pick-up. 
 
Working with Children Check   
In 2014 new Government laws were introduced requiring 
all volunteers at school to complete a ‘Working with 
Children Check – Declaration for Volunteers and 
Contractors’. These checks are completed at school and 
kept on file. 
What do you need to do? 
If you filled in your form last year you do not have to do it 
again. 
Fill in the form (a copy is attached to this Noticeboard and 
copies will be available in the classrooms and front office). 

Bring to the school office your 100 point Proof of 
Identity (see ‘Appendix 6’ attached) to be verified, 
signed and filed. 
Before working in the classrooms ALL parents must 
first sign in at the front office, take and display a 
‘visitors’ lanyard and sign out when they are leaving 
the school. NB this also includes all workers in the 
canteen. The visitors passes are not required if you are 
dropping off or picking up your children. 
Please start filling in your ‘Working with Children 
Check’. They need to be completed and filed at the 
school office by Friday 16 February. 
 
Student Attendance at school 
Students will achieve their educational best and 
increase their career and life options through regular 
attendance at school. 
In NSW, all children from the age of 6 are legally 
required to attend school or be registered for home 
schooling. All students must complete Year 10, or its 
equivalent. Young people below the age of 17 must be: 
 in school, or registered for home schooling 
 in approved education or training, such as a 

traineeship, apprenticeship or TAFE 
 in full-time paid employment (average 25 hours 

a week) 
 in a combination of work, education and/or 

training. 
 Students 17 years and over who are enrolled in 

school are required to attend school regularly to 
meet HSC course requirements. 

Parents must explain all absences to the school within 
7 days. 
For more information about compulsory school 
attendance, visit: 
https://education.nsw.gov.au/policy-library/policies/
school-attendance-policy 
You will also find attached to this Noticeboard a 
document called ‘Compulsory School Attendance. 
Please read it carefully as it contains more details and 
if you have any questions make sure you contact the 
school. 

 
 
 
Kinder end-of-day times 
Just a reminder that for most of the month of February 
the kinder students finish their day at 3.00pm. Don’t 
forget to collect them from the red seats in the infants 
COLA. From 5 March the kinder students will finish at 
the same time as the rest of the school ie 3.25pm. 
 
If you have any questions please do not hesitate to 
contact your class teacher or the school office. 
 
Enjoy your week 
Steve Egginton 
Principal 
 
 

 

PRINCIPAL’S COMMENT 

Important Anaphylaxis Notice 
We have students who are at risk of severe allergic reaction to some food items. This condition is potentially life threatening. Please do not send 
nut-based products to school with your child’s recess or lunch. Products include peanut butter, Nutella, sesame seed, loose nuts, muesli, nut or 
chocolate bars. 

http://www.merewethht-p.schools.nsw.edu.au
mailto:merewethht-p.school@det.nsw.edu.au


 

ANNUAL STUDENT & FAMILY DETAILS UPDATE  

OF INFORMATION  

Please note – Make sure you let the school know asap 
the reason why your child was not at school (this can be 
done using the Skoolbag App, a written note or an 
email). 
NB - At the end of each week teachers will review their 
class roll and if there are any unexplained absences in 
their class they will send home a slip on green paper 
asking you to provide an explanation as to why your 
child was away from school. Please return these slips to 
the school office. 
 
Reminder - Kinder end-of-day times 
Just a reminder that for the month of February the 
kinder students finish their day at 3.00pm. Don’t forget 
to collect them from the red seats in the infants COLA. 
From 5 March the kinder students will finish at the 
same time as the rest of the school ie 3.25pm. 
 
If you have any questions please do not hesitate to 
contact your class teacher or the school office. 
 
Enjoy your week 
Steve Egginton 
Principal 

Band rehearsals will begin in week 2  Thursday at 
7.45am—9.00 am in the school hall. 

The Performing Arts Committee, consisting of Miss 
Grist, Mrs Martyn and Mr Moran, are looking for any 
parents interested in being a representative to liaise 
with the committee for the various performing arts 
programs and events happening throughout the year.  
This year there will be a parent representative for the 
band, and a representative for the choirs. The parent 
representative/s will also be required to help oversee 
the bank account used to help fund the performing art 
programs. 
If you are interested in this role, please email the school 
or contact Miss Grist, Mrs Martyn or Mr Moran directly. 
*The junior and senior choirs will be auditioning this 
week. Please see the choir teachers if you’re interested. 

The school swimming carnival will be held on Tuesday  
13 February for students in Years 2— 6. 
A note has gone home  with information and 
permission  and payment slip. Payments may be made 
online through our school webpage. This is a very quick 
and convenient method of paying for all payments 
during the year. 
 

We currently have students at our school who are at 
risk of anaphylaxis (ie suffers from a severe allergic 
reaction) due to nut allergies, eggs, seafood, dairy 
products or bee stings. 
All our children are special and have particular needs.  
These students’ needs are potentially life threatening.  
We ask for your help to keep them all safe by not 
sending nut-based products to school with your child’s 
recess or lunch.  These products include peanut butter, 
nutella, sesame seeds, loose nuts, muesli, nut or 
chocolate bars or any products containing nuts.  
Products that are labeled “may contain traces of nuts” 
do not generally present a threat. 
These students have management plans in place while 
they are at school.  All staff know these students and 
have participated in a training session run by an 
Anaphylaxis Educator to ensure they can act quickly in 
an emergency. 
 

 

 

On 27 February, as part of our annual update of 
information for students and families, the school office 
will be sending home to parents a form containing 
personal information.  This information includes 
address details, parent contact details, emergency 
contact details, doctors contact details and medical 
information relating to your child.  These forms will be 
forwarded home with students.    We will be asking 
parents to please alter any information on the form 
that needs to be changed, sign and date the form, and 
return to the school office as soon as possible.    Even if 
there are no alterations to be made, we are asking 
parents to sign and date the form, and return to the 
school office as soon as possible. 
If you do not want this information to be sent home 
with your child, please contact the school office to 
make alternate arrangements.   
Should your child have a medical condition which is not 
listed on the form, please contact the school office as 
soon as possible to provide details.   It is essential that 
all medical conditions are noted to overcome the need 
to for you to provide this information on every 
permission note throughout the year. 
 
Please note: It is a parent’s responsibility to notify the 
school of any changes in their child’s medical 
condition. 

BAND NEWS 

SWIMMIING CARNIVAL 

ANAPHYLAXIS PRINCIPAL’S COMMENT CONTINUED 

PERFORMING ARTS COMMITTEE 



 

THANK YOU FROM THE OFFICE We would also ask you to note that cheques for P&C 

events/fundraisers need to be made payable to 

Merewether Heights Public School P&C, and are not to 

be included with any student payment to the school 

office for performances or excursions. 

Throughout the school year students participate in 

various excursions/performances etc. which require a 

payment to be made.  If at any time payments for 

excursions/performances, textbooks, voluntary school 

contributions, etc. causes concern or financial 

difficulties, please do not hesitate to contact Mr Steve 

Egginton, Principal.  Contacts made to Mr Egginton will 

be kept strictly confidential. 

 

We have the option for parents to receive the 
newsletter each week  by  hardcopy, email, skoolbag 
app or on our school webpage. The digital copy is a 
much quicker and clearer publication. It is also 
environmentally friendly vs a paper copy. For those 
families without internet access, a hard copy of the 
newsletter will be provided for you when you return 
the slip at the bottom of this page.  If you would like to 
receive the weekly newsletter by email, would you  

Email the school and type “newsletter” in the subject 
line.  We will then assume that you would like the 
newsletter emailed direct to you and we will also then 
have the email address to forward it to.  All email 
address will be BCC when Noticeboard is sent, so you 
can be assured that we will not be sharing your email 
address with others.  If your email address should 
change, it will be your responsibility to notify the school 
office. 

All families who received their Noticeboard by email 
last year will continue to do so. 

 PLEASE  COMPLETE THE TEAR OFF SLIP BELOW IF YOU 
WOULD LIKE A HARDCOPY. 

 

 

 

The school office is manned from 8.45 am to 3.30 pm 
Monday to Friday.  It would be appreciated if phone 
calls/visits/enquiries etc. could be made during these 
hours.  Due to the necessity for the office staff to 
undertake end of day procedures, it would also be 
appreciated if all payments could be made to the 
school office prior to 3.00 pm each day.  The office staff 
is available to assist students, parents and staff with all 
enquiries, information, concerns etc., and would thank 
you for your assistance in these matters.   
 
Payments to the Office 
Payments can be made by cash, cheque, eftpos or 
online. The online payments can be done through our 
webpage on the Make a Payment tab. This is a very 
easy and convenient method of payment. Follow the 
prompts but you only need to fill in boxes with a green 
asterisk.   
Please note our eftpos doses not accept American 
Express, AMEX or Diners Club cards. 
 

Payments for clothing pool, band, dance groups, etc. 
cannot be processed by the school office, and should 
still be given to the coordinator for these groups. 
 

Due to an increasing number of parents using our 
eftpos or online facilities, the school office does not 
keep a cash float and does not have a lot of cash on 
hand during the day.  Therefore, we are not always 
able to provide change to parents or students, 
particularly in the morning.  It would be appreciated 
when making a payment in cash that the correct 
money is provided. 
We would ask parents to please put students’ names 
on envelopes with payments enclosed to their class 
teacher.   
 

It is important to read the school’s weekly newsletter, 
“Noticeboard”.  Information relevant to various 
activities within the school and also out of school is 
detailed in Noticeboard.  Closing dates/times for 
various things such as Book Club and P&C fundraisers 
are published in Noticeboard.  To avoid 
disappointment, we would ask that parents take notice 
of these deadlines. 
 

NOTICEBOARD BY EMAIL, SKOOLBAG OR WEBPAGE 

NOTICEBOARD BY HARDCOPY 

I wish to receive a hard copy of the  Noticeboard .   

Name of eldest child and class   (please print clearly) 

 

Name:    ...............................................................................................             Class:   ............................. 

 

Parent Signature:   ...................................................................  Telephone No   ..................................... 



 

CLOTHING POOL  

Clothing Pool is open every Tuesday morning  

9 –9.30 am 

Follow us on Twitter @MerewetherHtsPS 

BOOK CLUB 

School hats are available at the office, $12 each. Please 

assist us and have the correct money for purchasing. 

MAKERSPACE 

Henry B, Isla R, Ishaan R, Matilda T, Alina S, Ari S, 
Gabriella L, Laila A, Nash P, Heidi M, Byron S, Kyuss W, 
Eva G, Abbie U, Kane L, Bryson H, William H, Izaac B, 
Louis S, Eden P, Mikayla C, Holly C, Jasmine D, Felix B, 
Cooper C, Josie P, Sarah F, Baxter C, Lucy H, Scarlett W, 
William , Jack N. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Wendy Green’s retirement celebration is on Saturday 24 
February at The Beaches Hotel 4.00-7.00pm. If you would 
like to attend and have not RSVP, contact the school for 
more information. Cost is $45.00 a head. 
 

To avoid children’s belongings being lost, would you 
please label everything that your child brings to school.  
This includes lunch boxes, hats, all clothing, books, pencil 
cases, etc.  This will enable any items found to be quickly 
returned to students. A cupboard containing lost 
property is located in the foyer on the western side of 
the staffroom. 
 

 

 

We are in the process of creating a "Makerspace", a space 
to help teach students science, technology, engineering and 
mathematics skills and content in a fun and creative way. 
We are seeking assistance from our school community for 
donations of materials to help establish the space. We 
would greatly appreciate donations of the following: 
- Tools such as socket sets, spanners, wrenches, Allen Keys 
etc (Tools to fix and maintain bicycles, scooters and 
skateboards) 
- Lego blocks 
- plastic storage containers 
- fabric, felt, ribbon etc 
- fish aquariums and equipment 
Please contact Mr Lancaster at 

 merewethht-p.school@det.nsw.edu.au  if you have any 
questions, or to organise collection of larger items. 

 

 

Book Club catalogues went home yesterday and are due 
back by Friday 16 February. Each catalogue has an 
information sheet regarding ordering online. Payments can 
also be made with the correct money in a sealed envelope 
with the order sent into school. 
It is easy to order. The Book Club LOOP platform for parents 
allows you to pay by credit card. Your child’s order is 
submitted directly to school safe and sound and the books 
will be delivered to class. You can place your child’s order at 
scholastic.com.au/LOOP or using the LOOP app, which can 
be downloaded from the App Store or Google Play. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Student banking will commence tomorrow, Wednesday 7 

February.  

 

 

 

 

STUDENT BANKING 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY  

LOST PROPERTY 

WENDY GREEEN’S RETIREMENT 



 

PAYMENTS  

Payments can be made quite easily on our POP  (Parent Online Payment) system found on our webpage, 

www.merewethht-p.schools.nsw.edu.au , Please Note; when making a payment online, only fill in the boxes 

with a green asterisk , no need for the student number. Or correct money or cheque in an envelope to the 

office, or Eftpos at the office. 

DIARY DATES                                                                  

TERM 3 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

REMINDER, THE CANTEEN IS CLOSED ON TUESDAYS.       STUDENT BANKING DAY IS WEDNESDAY. 

WEEK 2 5/2 

P & C Meeting 7.00pm 

6/2 7/2 8/2 9/2 

WEEK 3 12/2 13/2 

Swimming Carnival 

14/2 15/2 

Selective High School 

Test 

16/2 

WEEK 4 19/2 20/2 

3MC Cupcake Day 

21/2 

 

22/2 23/2 

WEEK  5 26/2 

Zone Swimming 

 Carnival 

27/2 28/2 1/3 2/3 

SKOOLBAG APP 

The MHPS Skoolbag App is a great way to stay in touch and up to date with the school. We send 

alerts and event information as well as the Noticeboard. You can also notify the school regarding 

absences.  

Coles Sports for Schools Vouchers 
Coles has launched their 2018 Sports for Schools program and we are excited to announce that 
MHPS will be participating and collecting vouchers for additional sporting equipment. Every $10 
spent at Coles during the program, will earn a Coles Sports for Schools voucher. The more 
vouchers our school collects, the more equipment we could receive.  
Vouchers are available in all Coles stores from tomorrow and we ask that you get involved to 
help collect vouchers for our school. A collection box for vouchers will be in the school office. 
We are appealing to parents and guardians to collect as many vouchers as you can. By donating 
and encouraging friends and family to do the same, you are helping to provide a healthy and 
active education for our children. 



 
CANTEEN NEWS 

Due to the refurbishment of the canteen, it will operate 

from the  AP’s office (where the parent/teacher interviews 

are held). A restricted menu will apply. 

The online ordering will be closed.  

Smoothies 
Smoothies available this Friday 

Banana, Mango or Strawberry 

$3 each 

Order at the canteen by Thursday to 

get yours. 



 



 



 



 



 



 

Keyboard Group Lessons  

Have your child taught by an experienced, 

registered and certified piano teacher during 

lunch time at school. 

Only $15 for a half hour group lesson. 

For bookings please call Lillian on 0401 787 997 

 

Gymnastics 

After school gymnastics will be starting this 

week on Tuesday and Thursday. I am also 

taking names for a Monday afternoon class 

from 3.30—4.30pm. Please email me to put 

your child’s name down for the lesson.  

rhiannaelkin@aapt.net.au 

Rhianna Elkin 

Ph 0424 574 085 

 

MEREWETHER CARLTON JUNIOR RUGBY 

CLUB 

Registrations to play Rugby Union with our 

club are now open for players from 7—

17yrs. 

For more information visit 

www.merewethercarltonjuniorrugbyclub.co

m.au 

Or  Facebook Merewether Carlton Junior 

Rugby Club 

Any questions please contact  

Darrell Sherry 0427 047 110 

BASEBALL 

It’s Time To Play Ball 4– 16 yrs  

For more information Ph 0412 423 769 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 


